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Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is responsive to the amendment filed on December 6 2004. Claims 1- 
24 represent a method, software and apparatus for a "Broadcast Communication 
System with Dynamic Client-Group Membership." Claims 1, 3, 4, 8, 10, 11, 15-19 and 
23-24 were amended. Claims 1-24 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on December 6 2004 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. In response to Applicant's arguments, 37 CFR § 1.111(c) 
requires applicant to "clearly point out the patentable novelty which he or she thinks the 
claims present in view of the state of the art disclosed by the references cited or the 
objections made. He or she must also show how the amendments avoid such 
references or objections." Furthermore, said arguments are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

3. The dependent and non-amended claims stand rejected as articulated in the First 
Office Action and all objections not addressed in Applicant's response are herein 
reiterated. Applicant is advised that only the significant amendments are herein 
addressed. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 23 is objected to because of the following informality: the claim as written 
contains more than one preamble. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1. 3. 8. 10, 11. 15. 16 t 19 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 5103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Rochberger (US 6.262.984) in view of Modiri et al. (U.S. 
6.192.401.) 

Rochberger teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a method 
that provides a solution to the problem of overlapping branches in a point to multipoint 
call. (See abstract) 
Claim 1: 

(Currently amended) A method comprising: 

receiving a group membership file from a host, said group membership file 
including a plurality of group identifiers, each group identifier associated with a 
corresponding group, a corresponding expiration indicator, and one or more member 
identifiers; and 

Rochberger does not explicitly suggest associating expiration indicators with 
group identifiers. However, Modiri does teach cluster membership, a group identifier 
associated with a corresponding group. See col. 6, lines 25-44. Furthermore, Modiri 
discloses corresponding expiration indicator as weighing values both static and dynamic 
throughout. See col. 6, lines 45-col. 7, line 20. 
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Hence, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the use of broadcast communication system taught 
by Rochberger with the system for determining membership taught by Modiri because it 
would prevent overlapping branches resulting in an optimized network. 
Claim 3: 

(Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of group 
identifiers includes a second group identifier associated with a member identifier and a 
second expiration indicator, and 

Rochberger does not explicitly suggest associating second expiration indicators 
with second group identifiers. However, Modiri does teach cluster membership, a 
second group identifier associated with a corresponding group. See col. 6, lines 25-44. 
Furthermore, Modiri discloses corresponding expiration indicator as weighing values 
both static and dynamic throughout. See col. 6, lines 45-col. 7, line 20. 

Hence, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the use of broadcast communication system taught 
by Rochberger with the system for determining membership taught by Modiri because it 
would prevent overlapping branches resulting in an optimized network. 
Claim 8: 

(Currently amended) An article comprising: 

receiving a group membership file from a host, said group membership file 
including a plurality of group identifiers, each group identifier associated with a 
corresponding group, a corresponding expiration indicator, and one or more member 
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identifiers; and 

Rochberger does not explicitly suggest associating expiration indicators with 
group identifiers. However, Modiri does teach cluster membership, a group identifier 
associated with a corresponding group. See col. 6, lines 25-44. Furthermore, Modiri 
discloses corresponding expiration indicator as weighing values both static and dynamic 
throughout. See col. 6, lines 45-col. 7, line 20. 

Hence, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the use of broadcast communication system taught 
by Rochberger with the system for determining membership taught by Modiri because it 
would prevent overlapping branches resulting in an optimized network. 
Claim 10: 

(Currently amended) The article of claim 8, wherein the plurality of group identifiers 
includes a second group identifier associated with a member identifier and a second 
expiration indicator. 

Rochberger does not explicitly suggest associating expiration indicators with 
group identifiers. However, Modiri does teach cluster membership, a group identifier 
associated with a corresponding group. See col. 6, lines 25-44. Furthermore, Modiri 
discloses corresponding expiration indicator as weighing values both static and dynamic 
throughout. See col. 6, lines 45-col. 7, line 20. 

Hence, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the use of broadcast communication system taught 
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by Rochberger with the system for determining membership taught by Modiri because it 
would prevent overlapping branches resulting in an optimized network. 
Claim 15: 

(Currently amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a group identifier corresponding to one of a plurality of groups and a 
corresponding expiration indicator; 

a membership file to store a first group identifier associated with a first group, the 
apparatus identification and an associated first expiration indicator; 

Rochberger does not explicitly suggest associating expiration indicators with 
group identifiers. However, Modiri does teach cluster membership, a group identifier 
associated with a corresponding group. See col. 6, lines 25-44. Furthermore, Modiri 
discloses corresponding expiration indicator as weighing values both static and dynamic 
throughout. See col. 6, lines 45-col. 7, line 20. 

Hence, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the use of broadcast communication system taught 
by Rochberger with the system for determining membership taught by Modiri because it 
would prevent overlapping branches resulting in an optimized network. 
Claim 16: 

(Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the plurality of 
membership record includes a membership record including a second group identif ier 
associated with a second group, a member identifier and a second expiration indicator, 
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Rochberger does not explicitly suggest associating expiration indicators with 
group identifiers. However, Modiri does teach cluster membership, a group identifier 
associated with a corresponding group. See col. 6 f lines 25-44. Furthermore, Modiri 
discloses corresponding expiration indicator as weighing values both static and dynamic 
throughout. See col. 6, lines 45-col. 7, line 20. 

Hence, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the use of broadcast communication system taught 
by Rochberger with the system for determining membership taught by Modiri because it 
would prevent overlapping branches resulting in an optimized network. 
Claim 19: 

(Currently amended) A system host comprising: 

a group generator to generate membership records in a group membership file , 
each membership record including a member identifier associated with a group identifier 

corresponding to one of a plurality of groups and a corresponding expiration 
indicator; and 

Rochberger does not explicitly suggest associating expiration indicators with 
group identifiers. However, Modiri does teach cluster membership, a group identifier 
associated with a corresponding group. See col. 6, lines 25-44. Furthermore, Modiri 
discloses corresponding expiration indicator as weighing values both static and dynamic 
throughout. See col. 6, lines 45-col. 7, line 20. 

Hence, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the use of broadcast communication system taught 
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by Rochberger with the system for determining membership taught by Modiri because it 
would prevent overlapping branches resulting in an optimized network. 

Claim 23: 

(Currently amended) A system comprising: 

a group generator to generate membership records in a group membership file, a 
each membership record including a member identifier associated with a 1 group 
identifier corresponding to one of a plurality of groups and a corresponding expiration 
indicator; and 

a transmitter to transmit the group membership file; 

and 

a client comprising: 

a receiver to receive messages and the group membership file; 
a memory to store an apparatus identification; 

a membership file to store first group identifier associated with a first group, the 
apparatus identification and an associated first expiration indicator; 

Rochberger does not explicitly suggest associating expiration indicators with 
group identifiers. However, Modiri does teach cluster membership, a group identifier 
associated with a corresponding group. See col. 6, lines 25-44. Furthermore, Modiri 
discloses corresponding expiration indicator as weighing values both static and dynamic 
throughout. See col. 6, lines 45-col. 7, line 20. 
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Hence, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention for an artisan of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the use of broadcast communication system taught 
by Rochberger with the system for determining membership taught by Modiri because it 
would prevent overlapping branches resulting in an optimized network. 



6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emmanuel Coffy whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3997. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00 P.M. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Emmanuel Coffy, Esq. 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 21 57 
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